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1166 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 601-2.)
DOWNING STREET. February 6. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone . . . apprises Your Majesty that the Cabinet
assembled at eleven this day to consider the announcement from
Lord Wolseley of the fall of Khartoum, and the measures to be
adopted in consequence.
It being of great importance to lose no time, the Ministers
agreed upon the terms of a message to Lord Wolseley, copy of
which is inclosed, and which, having regard to the purport of
Lord Wolseley's military statement, Mr. Gladstone trusts may
commend itself to Your Majesty.
The Cabinet also considered the terms of an announcement for
the public suited to the circumstances of the moment.
Mr. Gladstone read to the Cabinet the ciphered telegram1 which
he had the honour to receive this morning from Your Majesty.
In addition to what he has written above, he humbly informs
Your Majesty that the Cabinet have Lord Wolseley's advice only
as in the telegram of yesterday, that Sir E. Baring appears to
await the reply of the Government, and that Lord Hartington will
do his best to learn the views of military authorities : but the
Cabinet are strongly of opinion that the military questions
attaching to the situation in the Soudan should be left to Lord
Wolseley and that his discretion should not be fettered by regard
to them. . . .
ENCLOSURE.
Feb. 6. 1885.
Objects to be aimed at now are
1.  Safety of Gordon if still alive which must be assumed till we
are certain of his death*
2.  To check advance of Mahdi in districts now undisturbed.
Whether it will be ultimately necessary to advance on Khartoum
cannot now be decided but hazardous operation at this season
does not appear essential to above objects.
From political point of view there would be disadvantage in a
retrograde movement unconnected with military concentration
but all such considerations must yield to military necessities.